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DESCRIPTION OF A NEW PLUMED PARTRIDGE FROM SONORA.
By ROBERT RIDGWAY,

Callipepla elegans bensoni, subsp. nov.

SUBsr. CHAR.—Similar to C. elegans (LESS.),* but throat with black,
decidedly predominating over white; rusty makings of hind neck,
seapulars, tertials, and flanks mnch less bright; lower back, rump,
and upper tail-coverts deeidedly less brown or olivaceous, and white
spots on lower breast and belly lavgers the female with crest uniform
dusky-black instead of mainly hglit tawny 3 the throat thickly streaked
ov spotted with blackish, instead ot marked with very narow shaft-
streaks only: back nearly plain grayish, ijnstead of being distinetly
barred, and lizhter spots on lower parts much larger.

Adult male (type, No. 110502, Campos, Sonora; Licut. . C. Benson,
U.S. A): A conspicuous erest of lengthened, rather narrow, feathers
of a plain ochiraceous-bufl color, with deep brown shafts.  Forchead,
fore part and sides of crown, and loves, gray, narrowly streaked with
black ; feathers of ehin and throat hlack, with narrew terminal mar-
gins of white and spotted with same beneath surface 3 feathers of checks
and sides of nape similar, but also edged with white, producing more
streaked appearance; feathers of nape pale-grayish, each marked with
a mesial wedge-shaped strealk, the narrow basal portion of which is
blackish, the wider terminal portion rusty-chestnut or hazel; feathers
of lower hind-neck and sides of neck ash-gray laterally, bright hazel
wmedially, these latter markings changing on sides of ¢hest to vingaceons-
cinnamon, and become gradunally smaller and more guttate toward front
part of chest, which is plain ash-gray ; back plain ash-gray, tinged with
olive posteriorly, the lower back, rump, and npper tail-coverts plain
olivaceons-gray ; scapulars light hazel or dull rnsty eentraily, then gray-
ish, the edges rather broad white; tertials similar, but merely tinged
with hazel, the general light brownish color of exposed portion finely
mottled or freckled with darker, the whitish edging on outer webs indis-
tinet or broken; prevailing color of wings olive-grayish, but upper-
most larger coverts marked with hazel and white, like seapudars; pri-
maries plain slate-gray, with dusky shafts and somewhat heavy edges;
tail deep bluish-gray, or plumbeous, with black shafts.  Sides and
flanks dull grayish and vinaceous-cinnamon, the latter in form of large,
bat rather ill-defined, mesial guttate marks, the edges of the feathers
marked with oval or elliptieal spots of white, these changing on upper-
most feathers to streaks, and toward belly to cirenlar spots, the vinace-
ous-cinnamon disappearing altogetlier on the breast and belly, which are
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dnll ash-gray, coarsely spotted with white; femoral region dull white,
with large, somewhat sagittate, stripes of grayish-brown; under tail-
coverts bufly-white or very pale buff, marked with broad mesial, some-
what wedge-shaped, stripes of deep olive, changing to plumbeons on
longer feathers.  DBiil deep black ; legs and feet deep horn-color (more
grayish inlife?).  Length (skin), 0.50 5 wing,£95; tail, £.00; tarsus, 1.30,

Adult female (No. 110504, Campos, Sonora; Lieut. 1. C. Benson, U,
S. A.): Very different in color from the male.  Crest smaller than in
male, nniform dull black ; forehead, &e., dull brownish grey (more brown-
ish posteriorly) streaked with black, the streaks growing mneh hroader
and the ground-color paler on occiput ; sides of nape and sides of neck
dull whitish spotted with brownish black: ¢hin, throat, and cheeks
white, speckled with black, cach feather having a central guttate spot
of the Iatter and a broad margin of the former color; car-coverts uni-
form deep hair-brown, prodncing o dhstinet spot ; back dall gray, mi-
nutely mottled or zigzagged with lighter and darker (but not harred), the
general color ehanging to a more olivaceous gray on lower back and
rimp ; upper tail-covertsbrownish gray, coarsely zigzagged with whitish,
the concealed portion of the feathers more wniform and more bluish
gray ; tail plinebeons, bat upper surface minutely mottled with grayish
brown and whitish.  Seapnlars dark brown, mottled with paler, many of
the feathers broadly, but more orlessirregnlarty margined with dull, bntly
whitish, producing a coarsely blotehed appearance ; tertials similar, hut
light, buity edging to inner webs, broader and very sharply defined:
wings in general coarsely mottled, light grayish brown, dusky and pale
cinnamon-bufty, the Iatter forming irregnlar borders to the larger cov
erts; primaries as in the male (plain slate-gray with hoary edges);
chest light brownish gray (more decidedly brownish next to throat),
coarsely spotted with dunll whitish, these spots growing gradnally larger
posteriorly, until on lower breast and middle of belly the prevailing
color is dull white, narrowly barred with grayish brown ; sides and flanks
dull white, tinged with buffy, and broadly striped with hair-brown ; fem-
oral region more distinetly bufty, hut marked with more pointed stripes;
lower tail-coverts bufly whitish, inarked with broad mesial stripes of
hair-brown, changing to slate-gray on longer feathers.  Bill blaclk: feet,
dark horn-color. Length (skin), 8.50 5 wing, 4.50; tail, 3.75; tarsus, 1.20;
middle toe, 1.10. .

Two other adult males are essentially like the type, but differ in some
details, as follows:

No. 110501 has the erest of a mueh deeper color, the tint being einna-
mon-buff; the crissum and under tail-coverts are pale bnff, with narrower
mesial streaks.

No. 110503 has the crest vather paler than in the type, and the black
of the ehin and throat is nearly nniform, owing to wearing away of the
white terminal margin.
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Another female (No. 110506) dilters {rom that described in having
the crest less deeply black, the shorter feathers having an indistinet
freckling of brown, and the upper tail-coverts are much more distinetly
marked with bufly whitish, in the form of irvegnlar bars.

The five specimens upon which this new race is based have been care-
fully compared with six examples (fonr males and two females) of true
C. elegans from Mazatlan, and the difference noted in the above diagnosis
found to be constant. .\ pair of typical C. elegans are well fignred in
Gould’s Monograph of the Odontophorine, the figures in (uestion
showing nnmistakably the characters of the Mazatlan bird, even to the
light-brown crest of the female, which, however, is represented as being
unicolored. That this is an error is evident, however, from the text,
which describes the crest as brown, “crossed with zigzag markings of
a darker color,” thus agreeing with the specimens which have heen ex-
amined by nme.

Measurements of the two forms compare as follows:

C. ELEGANS.

Col- Sex o .

M:” lector’s  and Locality. Date. Wing. | Tail, Tar- | Middle
No. N e . sns. | toe.
NoO. aye. | |
| - . L
37241 267  Zad.| Mazatlan, Mexieo. . oo oe |iiiieiaaaen | 4.50 3.30 | 1.20 1.10
28871 o June — 1861 | 4.40 3.50 | 1.20 | N5
June —, 1861 4.50 3.5 1.20 1.10
Apr. 21, — \‘ 4. 60 3.45 | 1.25 1. 10
‘ .............. ' 450 | :;.45' 121 ‘ 111
{ |
C. ELEGANS BENSONT.
g 1 —— - L

110502 9 fads | Campos, SonoTi - .ooioiaioaei.. Teb., 3, 1887 4. 50 275 | 1.20 1.10
110501 3 a1 Feb. 3, 1887 4. 40 3. 5 1.20 1.10
110503 13 AL |leass60liD coosoc066606600050000205000||cosaccocassnoo 4.70 3. 8 20 115
l AR o 00600ccocososoacss|socoss soooscas 4.53 3.70 | 1.20 o 1




